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excellent laboratory for research and education. ( Table 1. 2). Finally, in 1994, the title of the program One of
the first initiatives after the monuments changed to the Ecological Monitoring Program designation as a
Biosphere Reserve was the ( EMP ) to reflect a change from the historic focus compilation of all known
information on the on sensitive monument areas to a broader look at natural and cultural history of the
monument. As the ecosystems many components ( NBS 1995 ). noted earlier, the report by Bennett et al. ( 1990)
is Prior to the initiation of the NPS Inventory and an invaluable reference for this information prior Monitoring
Program ( NPS 1992; of which the to 1981. Sonoran Desert Network is one program ), the Organ In 1986,
monument staff gathered Pipe Cactus NM EMP was one of the most regional experts to help create the first
inventory extensive ecological research and inventory and and monitoring program in the region. Modeled
monitoring programs in the National Park Service. after the Channel Islands Inventory and Monitoring Because
of early interest in the monument by Initiative, the monuments Sensitive Ecosystems ecologists, the monument
had fairly complete Program ( SEP ) was designed to determine: ( 1) the species lists of plants and vertebrates,
well ahead of condition of the monuments ecosystems, ( 2 ) other park units in southern Arizona. alternatives
available for ecosystem management, According to Rowlands ( 1999 ), data from and ( 3) the...
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