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public control by Gladstone in 1868 resulted in an immediate reduction of charges, an increase of wages, and a
doubling of the traCic within two years. The telephone service in countries like France, Germany, Sweden, and
Switzerland, where it is controlled by the State, is cheaper and more eCicient than in countries like England,
where it remains in private hands. State railways on the Continent have combined cheapness, comfort, and
speed with improved conditions of labour. The advantages of public ownership in the case of water, gas,
electricity, and tramway communications are no longer open to argument. In regard to public services at any
rate the principle of common ownership is practically admitted by everybody except the representatives of the
Trusts. Now, it becomes necessary for us who have set the stone rolling, closely to watch its progress. For it is
certain that any State purchase eCected by capitalistic Governments in the actual temper of the mass of the
people will tend to the advantage of the sellers and to the transformation rather than the destruction of
Capitalism. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books.
Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections
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