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complicated by deep political and economic instability in the wake of the September 2006 coup that displaced
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra. After December 2007 parliamentary elections returned many of Thaksins
supporters to power, the U.S. government lifted the restrictions on aid imposed after the coup and worked to
restore bilateral ties. Since then, street demonstrations have rocked Bangkok, two prime ministers have been
forced to step down because of court decisions, and a tenuous new coalition has taken over the government.
Many questions remain on how relations will fare as Bangkok seeks political stability. With Thai nationalism
apparently on the rise, some analysts see a risk of drift in the U.S.-Thai relationship, although no major shift in
overall cooperation. Despite differences on Burma policy and human rights issues, shared economic and
security interests have long provided the basis for U.S.-Thai cooperation. Thailand contributed troops and
support for U.S. military operations in both Afghanistan and Iraq and was designated as a major non-NATO
ally by President Bush in December 2003. Thailands airfields and ports .
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