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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1908 Excerpt: .carbonation, hydration, oxidation, solutions, and decrease in the volume
of material. The belt of cementation is characterized by cementation, induration or process of hardening,
hydration, deposition, and increase of the volume. 143. Caves.--The dissolving action of solutions is illustrated
by the large underground passages that have been formed at Luray in the Shenandoah Valley, Virginia, and at
the Mammoth Cave, Kentucky. The depositing action of solutions is also shown in the same caverns. The result
of both actions is shown in Fig. 44, which has been drawn from a photograph of a portion of the Luray cavern.
The passages were formed by the underground streams, which for some cause subsequently stopped flowing,
thus leaving the passages empty. Water from the surface subsequently seeped into the caverns by way of the
roof, and in its passage downwards collected lime, which it holds in solution. The water as it drips from the roof
contains limestone in solution, and as it comes in contact with air the pressure is relieved and it evaporates,
leaving the calcium carbonate and forming stalactites, which hang from the roof like icicles. Where the water
falls to the floor, it forms inverted stalactites called stalagmites. When the stalactites and stalagmites meet they
form pillars. In some instances the stalactites and stalagmites have the appearance of waterfalls without water.
The surplus water usually finds daylight in some manner, although in the Mammoth Cave there are lakes
containing fish without eyes. Zinc and lead deposits are...
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