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long stretches of sheltered water gave ample facilities for the little inter-colonial trade that existed, and where
rivers aCorded natural means of transportation from the interior to towns on the coast, the people of early
colonial days had not found it necessary to give much time to the construction of roads. The gradual inland
movement of the population had finally compelled them, however, to give some attention to the means of land
transportation and many rude earth roads were built to replace the old Indian trails. These roads were
unspeakably poor, sloughs of mire during the thaws of winter and spring and thick with dust in the summer,
but bad as they were they carried considerable traCic and their use was constantly growing. Inland towns were
beginning to grow up at the focusing points of the country roads, and the owners of general stores at such
places derived large profits out of their position as middlemen between the farmers of the interior and the
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