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illustrated. 1881. Excerpt: . . . Miami Woods!--What says the mighty Past. To the still mightier Present, from the
midst Of all these vestiges of centuries gone, That strew the plains and hills around | ask The question
thousands have thus asked before, And get the common answer--echo! Here, Green on the crownd acclivities,
or dark In the dim twilight of oerarching trees That clothe the valleys, we behold remains Of human toil and
triumph and dismay, Oer which the oak that counts five hundred years Spreads his protecting branches: --walls
of earth; Tlascalan gateways; sacrificial mounds; The altars of a worship we know not; And, beautiful in their
silence, tombs of men Who died before the parent tree had cast The seed from which arose this hoary trunk,
That lies so low at last! But though the eye Meets these rude records, turn whereer it will, () They tell no story
that is understood, Of all the human love and hate and pride, nd all the joy, and strife and agony, That once
were known within these Sylvan homes, So populous then, so void and silent now: And vainly leans the listening
ear to catch A sound or syllable revealing more Than these mute records to the eye disclose. Pierce far into the
depths of these old woods, Where seem to meet the Present and the Past; Hasten not hence, but with still
lingering steps Move to and fro; stand on the tumulus That rises oer a chieftains ashes; trace...
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