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indexed. Not illustrated. 1896 Excerpt: the kingdom of God (14 22). As to what is implied in the term elders (ver.
23) we have no means of judging from the text, and space forbids our entering here into the very obscure
question of the organisation of the early Church, concerning which there are as many theories as there are
writers; it may just be noted that Luke, who is always very exact about his language, uses concerning the
appointment of these officers a word which signifies election in public assembly, literally by show of hands. v.
The Council at Jerusalem (151-29).--(a) The Judaising party was being driven from one stronghold after
another. At first they had claimed the gospel as the inheritance of the Jews alone, and from this they had been
forced reluctantly to recede in consequence of the unmistakable revelation to Peter in the matter of Cornelius.
They then demanded that all Gentile converts should be subjected to the rite of circumcision, and so become to
all intents and purposes Jews, before being admitted into tbe Christian Church, and it was their invasion of the
church at Syrian Antioch with this teaching which led to the consultation narrated in eh. 15. Paul and
Barnabas, fresh from their Gentile triumphs, saw in such teaching a hopeless bar to all such work in the future,
and they rightly fought with all their energy on behalf of freedom. For it must be remembered that this was no
casual incident in the development...
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