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Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 146 pages. SPRING 2006Poetry Review: A Drop in the
Bucket(Column: Ward Stories)A poet opens her heart through her bookCindy Sostchen, Poetry EditorPrev
Article 34 of 47 NextIt is not oCen that a poetry book can be called harrowing and beautiful in the same breath,
but both adjectives are appropriate in describing Melissa Browns A Drop in the Bucket. To say that Melissa is a
brave girl is an understatement. She is brave not only for having survived lifes pitfalls and come out on the
winning side, but also for being able to stand before us, proudly, to recount the whole story. And she does so
using straightforward, accessible words with a Jamaican lilt, with a spiritual essence, with a steady grip and an
unwavering smile. She does it so that we will listen and learn. Upon opening the book we are greeted with a
poem titled A Few Of My Favorite Things, a delightful and calming litany of the stuF that makes Melissa happy
to be alive. paintings of an aesthetic nature hanging on the wallscourage to stand up to what you believe in It is
apparent that the author, from the get-go, is choosing to accentuate the positive. To be sure, there are plenty of
dark moments, as when Melissa laments a suicide attempt during which she was damaged: Embittered By
Scars, which begins People once considered me beautiful. However, I look in the mirror and I dont like whats
staring back. There are playful yet frustrating moments as she confesses the crush she most obviously has on
her therapist in A Futile Desire. Each poem bears the unmistakable marks of eloquence and elegance. These
poems rise in the same way that Maya Angelous do. Melissas poems depict not only passion but craft. She...
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