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illustrated. 1903. Excerpt: . . . though he has written upon every science excepting Law, yet he was never
regularly taught any one. He seems indeed to be ignorant of all the rules which have been formd for the
improvement of the. sciences; among his productions are four plays, which he highly values. One of them,
entitled The artful mother ganders, or the real humours of a rookery, he describes as the deepest tragedy that
ever was written. He is indeed in his own opinion an universal genius, and has made many improvements and
discoveries in diverse arts and sciences. I attended this morning in the gallery of the House of Representatives,
to hear the debates. They were upon the judiciary bill. Mr. Gerry, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Burke, Mr. Stone, Mr. Lee, Mr.
Maddison and Mr. Benson all took a part in this debate. But I confess I did not perceive any extraordinary
powers of oratory displayed by any of these gentlemen. The subject had been already so much discussed that
little could be said of further importance. The eloquence had all been exhausted, but the spirit of contention still
remained. 18th. I attended again this day in the galleries of the House. The principal debate was upon the
salaries of the Judges. The subject was not very interesting; but, like almost every other subject, exhibited the
diFiculty of adjusting the opposing sentiments which direct the conduct of men living in diFerent climates and
used to very different modes of...
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